
Introduction

As the only WHO-FIC collaborating
centre in the African region, the WHO-
FIC collaborating centre in South Africa
(WHO-FIC SA) supports the
development, implementation and
maintenance of the WHO-FIC across
the region, and through the WHO-FIC
network. Due to limited resources,
activities beyond South Africa have
been restricted. Improved cooperation
with WHO-AFRO provides opportunities
for strengthening virtual networks of
WHO-FIC stakeholders in the region.

WHO-FIC SA stakeholders continue to
participate in activities related to ICD,
ICF and ICHI as WHO-FIC reference
classifications.
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Colleagues associated with the WHO-FIC collaborating centre in South Africa (WHO-FIC SA) are continuing their
activities in support of the development and maintenance of the WHO-FIC internationally; in WHO-FIC network structures;
in the development, implementation and use of ICD and ICF in Southern Africa; and in support of strengthening civil
registration and vital statistics (CRVS) in WHO-AFRO. WHO-FIC SA hosted mid-year meetings of the FDC, the ICHI
development group and ICHI Task Force, and the FDRG in June 2017. The second ICF Education Symposium in Cape Town
attracted approximately 150 participants.
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ICHI for Africa?: Contributions to 
ICHI development

Colleagues in universities and other
organisations continue to undertake
education, research and service
activities using ICF. The range of
activities is reflected in the summary
below, which was presented to the
2017 mid-year meeting of the FDRG.

The interest in ICF in South Africa is
reflected in the participation in the
FDRG meeting by South African and
other African colleagues. The ICF
Education Symposium attracted
approximately 150 participants, with
locally-based therapists, other clinical
personnel and researchers in the
overwhelming majority (see Figure 3).
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WHO-FIC network mid-year 
meetings, June 2017

WHO-FIC SA contributes to the
development of ICHI through
participation in the FDC, the ICHI
development group, and the WHO ICHI
Task Force.

The planned availability of an ICHI
beta version before the end of 2017
has elicited interest among South
African stakeholders in testing ICHI as
a potential procedure coding standard.

The hosting of ICHI and FDC meetings
in South Africa in June 2017 (see
Figure 1) provided the opportunity for
local stakeholder participation.

Conclusions

The input and support of numerous colleagues 
for WHO-FIC and WHO-FIC SA are gratefully 
acknowledged.
The South African Medical Research Council 
(SAMRC) provides baseline support for the 
activities of WHO-FIC SA at the SAMRC.  
SAMRC also provided part sponsorship for the 
ICF Education Symposium.

WHO-FIC SA, supported by SAMRC, has
worked with Dr Hongyi Xu of WHO-
AFRO to support the activities of WHO-
AFRO for strengthening civil registration
and vital statistics (CRVS) systems in
the African region, with a focus on
cause of death coding using ICD.

Joint posters submitted for the WHO-
FIC 2017 annual meeting (see below)
reflect a wide range of initiatives in
multiple African countries, aimed at
monitoring planning for and reporting
on progress towards achievement of
Universal Health Coverage (UHC;SDG
target 3.8), and related SDG goals.

A current focus of WHO-FIC SA
activities is on the development and
maintenance of a virtual network of
WHO-FIC stakeholders in the WHO
African region. The establishment of a
database of WHO-FIC educational
resources in the region, including
human resources, is also planned.

Figure 3: Attendees of the Second ICF Education 
Symposium, Cape Town, South Africa, 30 June 2017

Abstract

ICF-related activities in South and 
Southern Africa

WHO-FIC SA and WHO-AFRO joint 
activities

Support for ICD-10 implementation 
& ICD-11 development

WHO-FIC SA successfully hosted mid-
year meetings of the FDC, the ICHI
Development Group and the ICHI Task
Force, and the FDRG. A working
meeting of the mICF project was held
in parallel with the mid-year meetings.

Significant support was provided by
Stellenbosch University (through Dr
Stefanus Snyman), with the meeting
venue providing a very supportive
environment for the meetings.

The ICF Education Symposium held on
30 June 2017 (see Figure 3) was
co-hosted by the SAMRC, the Western
Cape provincial Department of Health,
Stellenbosch University and the
University of Cape Town.

WHO-FIC SA needs to build on the
momentum and relationships
generated by these activities.

The ongoing implementation and
maintenance of ICD-10 for mortality
and morbidity coding remain a core
focus of WHO-FIC SA. Inputs to the
development of ICD-11 are essential to
ensure that the classification meets
regional needs.

Figure 2: Participants in FDRG and mICF mid-year 
meetings, Stellenbosch, South Africa, June 2017

Figure 1: Participants in FDC and ICHI mid-year 
meetings, Stellenbosch, South Africa, June 2017


